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MINISTERS OF THE C
TO ft number of clergymen a synopsis

of Colonel Ingersoll's latest lecture
was given last evening, and they

were requested to reply to the views lie
expressed in the same. In not a few instancesthey declined, on the ground that
they felt for the famous-agnostic only a

profound pity, and did not regard his "false
doctrines" as worthy of argument.
Rev. Robert S. Mue.Vrtlmr.Very many
Christians do not believe in a personal
devil and are Christians still. They hold
that the references in the New Testa-
ment to a devil are simply personiflea-
lions of evil, and do not apply to any
personal existence. It would be easy
for me to give the names of a number
of pastors who hold such views. The
fact is Colonel Ingersoll puts tip a man
of straw and then vigorously, beats him
down, proclaiming his triumph over
Christianity. I do not hesitate to say
that Colonel Ingersoll is far behind the
religions thinking of the hour. It is a
thousand pities that Colonel Ingersoll
does not keep in step with the advancedthinkers of the hour. He would
then save himself from the ludicrous
position in which he is placed, and
would avoid the unfairness of letting
into the minds of representative think-
ers ot to-uay tne opinions oj meaiaeval
monks.opinions which leading religious
teachers of to-day long ago discarded.
The trouble with Colonel Ingersoll is

that he has not kept up with the procession.For a quarter of a century he
has been jumping up and jjown In
the same spot. J once in personal conversationurged him to strive to catch

HAVEMEYER HOME
MAS A SMALL FIRE,

Servants Form a Bucket Brigade in the
Fifth Avenue Mansion.

A servant girl ran into the telegraph
office at No. 557 Fifth avenue, yesterday
morning, and told Manager Banks that the
lir.HKO of I.e.. .m^l,.«ro,. TJ

meyer, at No. 537 Fifth avenue, was on
fire.
Mr. Banks telephoned a still alarm to the

Fire Department and with a number of his
assistants hurried to the house.
The building Is a four-story brownstone

structure, being at present occupied onlyby servants, in the absence of the family.l'he fire was in one of the apartmeuts on
the top floor of the building, having startedfrom a defective flue.
Although the servants were almost in a

panic from excitement, Sir. Banks and his
subordinate's organized them into a bucket
line and poured water upon the blaze soeffectually that the flames were nearly extinguishedby the time the firemen reached
the house.

Slcigli Riders Tixke n Tumble.
A cutter, in which were Miss Nellie Cuilaine,of No. 426 Third avenue, and Joseph

Reynolds, of No. Ulli West Thirty-ninthstreet, capsized on Fifth avenue at Thirtysixthstreet last night, throwing botli the
occupants into a snow drift and slightlyInjuring the woman. The horse ran awayand was caught at Fifty-sixth street andEighth avenue. Fifth avenue was almostimpassable at boUiUu
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"If the devil does not exist,
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ANSWER AND

tip with the progressive thinkers of the
hour. He is really in the middle ages
of theological thought. While posmg
tis a radical thinker he is practicallyengaged in destroying the crockery
gods of medlaevalism far behind the
times.

I am willing to indorse his comments
on Spain, but Spain is not a representativeof progressive religious teacherswho stand for Christianity to-day.it is simply absurd to make Spaniardsa type ol' modern religious teachers iu
progressive countries. In regard to hisyellow fever reference I have to saythat It is a filth disease. Its presenceIs a rebuke to human skill and is indicativeof the violation of the lawsof cleanliness and health. It is naturevindicating an attempted violation ofher law. In that sense we can thankHod for yellow fever because we are.then led to remove the causes thatmade the fever possible. We canthiink God for every pain and illwhich reminds us of the violation of
some law of the body or soul. God isnot the author of evil except as menin their freedom have violated HisJ*~Rev. T^r# Lewi* Parks.I'm sorry.
um i i-uxmot discuss Colonel IngersoU'saddress. To do so would be dignifyinghim.

Rev. Dr. E. F. Motdelinke.Colonel 111gersollis a scoffer, arid is illogical aswell. Christianity is not founded uponthe devil, but upon Christ. We do notbelieve in such a tiling as a devil in humanform, but we know that there isevil, and that evil we call the devil. Ofcourse, the yellow fever among oursoldiers came from God, and vye shouldthank him for it, but not as Iugersoll

Pll^M'iwnWSSitilEIUIIAIU'C.U

The Rev. Charles II. Eaton, D. D.,
preached upon the subject of "Cyrano <le
Borgerac; or. Tin- Coronation of Friendship,"at the Church of Divine Paternity,
Seventy-sixth street and Central Park
West, last evening. He said:
"A well-known English critic has said

that 'Cyrano de Bergerae* is one of the
most remarkable plays ever seen on anystage and in any age. Looked at as a
work of art iti will rank among the immortals.These are strong words. But I
confess to something of the same fascination.
"When I read the play some months

ago 1 oOarined both with the ideaand the execution, but' when I saw it
net Oil I rt-el,- * i-i

have invcutofi rhp situations antf clothedthem with such power and pathos. On yreal actors could have given them physicalembodiment, such as Ccquelin in Paris and
Viriw eld in New York.
"Put aside from the plot, the dramatic

skill and'the literary grace Cyrano do l!erserncunconsciously perhaps, reallypreaches a noble sermon; awakens within
us motives which are all-powerful in the
creation of characters. Not only is the
drama pure and without a taint of evil
suggestion, it is also a moral force when
thoughtfully considered." i
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PITY THE AGNOSTIC.!
means. It works out God's purposes, 19.'as does everything he sends us. Iuger- ufsoil saj's that pain makes strong whilepleasure enfeebles and degrades, eon-sequently those in heaven should shrink 1
and shrink. Here again he is, illogical.The pleasure that Ingersoll speaks of is rjof the body, while the pleasures of ^
heaven are holy and elevating.

Rev. P. Hamlin (Methodist).In my Piopinion, Ingersoll's influence.what littlehe has.is on the wane. All his argumentsare easily refuted. I do not
care to discuss him, as my wordswould only be an advertisement forhim. Barring sophistry and inaccuracy t,of statement, Ingersoll leaves nothingfor a Christian minister or a Christlau he
thinker to answer.

Rev. J. W, Camplicll (Methodist.The bidevil does exist. If there is not a foun- satain head, where does sin emanatej from? Ingersoll is unfair in the treatmentof the ease front beginning toend. The late Bishop E. O. Haven chal Plpnged him to a public debate, which
lie refused.

Rev. F. J. Belcher (Methodist).Inger*olIin many respects is like Voltaire. Hedoes not attack the essence of religion,He does not attack the real, vital,godly faith. This country is orthodox, |nThere is no danger of Ingersoll leadingChristians astray.
Rev. Dr. YV. D. Buclinnan (Presbyte-'s;rian). It is scarcely worth wasting time gain answering the arguments of a manwhose every utterance -Impresses men .,with his insincerity, whose every nrgumcntis specious, and who simply Srspends his time in ringing the changes hi,
upon arguments that are so old thatthey have been answered over and over hyagain for hundreds of years.

lillraio.:
*The itev. It. s. MacArthur, pastor of the RnCalvary UantisO chmv.i, i« w-~^ »* -»

. . . .....vii in ii csi r;ity- reseventh street, last night preachel to a A1large congregation on "Stage and Pulpit." HiHe said: j '

"The book of 'The Christian' is unwhole- pr
some and the chief characters are impos- th
siblo characters. No one ever saw a GloryQuale or a John Storms and you are to bo
comforted that you have not. In my opin-jion the success of Mr. Caine will cause g|other writers to attempt something of the
sort, and no one can tell where it will end.
Second rate theatres will bring out second
rate books and then third rate plays.
"The tendency of the theatre is toward

mi * "

tor punrayai rairj
into tlie hands of professionals. The men

01'

who are pillars of the church are not 011

"first-nighters" at the theatre. il1'
"Most of so-called religious plays are poor ^literature. It is poorer drama and the

poorest religion. This is not au interesting til
combination. If we are to have religious, r,u
plays, we must have them written by sonic-;eu
one competent to do the work." uc
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enders His Resignation to

Take Effect at Lnd
of Season,

LL HEALTH THE CAUSE.

Varned by His Physician That
His Strength Is Unequal to

His Duties.

ONGREGATION 15 DISTRESSED.

ddress of the Pastor Brings Tears
to the Eyes of Many in

the Famous Old i

Church.

The Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott has teneredhis resignation, and his connection
ith historic Plymouth Church will probolyend with the close of the year. The
signation may be considered almost as
inch a surprise to the clergyman as to
is parishioners.
Dr. Abbott has been failing physically
>r the past year. Last week Dr. Ilenry
oukling, of No. 10 Sidney place, carefully
tidied his condition, and told him frank
that the work he was doing as preacher

;id editor was too much for him, and that
e must do less. Dr. Abbott called bis
e-fu uus lugeiner ar uis aome, ,\o. no

olumbia Heights, on Saturday evening,
nd made known his forced determination
> resign. He then prepared his farewell
leech to the congregation. Owing to the
orm there was but a small congregation
hear it, but tkose'wko were present were

:eatly affected, and nearly all the women
ere weeping when he ceased speaking.
t>r. Abbott referred with gratitude to
le manner in which he had been treated
uring his ten years' pastorate, and said
rnt nothing but his growing sense of physalweakness and his physician's mandate

nnUn-mc/iil Kim *-olra till.- nlnn

I have no option," he said, "but to wlthrawfrom the pastoral work and devote
lyself to the equally responsible but
.lieter work of the pen. It is not necesirythat my work with Ike ehurefi should
nmedlately cease, though it will not be
Dssible for me to continue It beyond the
resent season."
At the request of one of the deacons Dr.
bbott announced a meeting of the conregationat the close of the service. H.
Pratt presided, and a committee, constingof Thomas (J. Shearman, Fred C.

ianville and Walter C. Crittenden, was apiintedto act on the resignation.
That committee was instructed to select
larger committee, the names to be anjuncednext Friday.
Dr. Abbott is sixty-three years okl. lie
as born in Boston, reared in Maine and
located in New York, being one of tne
lungest men ever graduated at the New
ork University. He was admitted to the
ar before taking up the profession of the
inistry.

ULLETT OFF FOR SPAIN.

hp Cattle King Sends a Message from
New York to Abilene.

Abilene, Kansas, Nov. 27.The brother-lawof Grant Gillett, the missing cattle
ng, received this telegram to-day from
ie missing man:

"New York, Nov. 27.
1 sail ta-day by steamer for Spain,
able me at Cadiz. How are my wife and
tby? C. L. GILLETT."
The creditors of Gillett spent Sonday
ruggling over the wreck which he left
hind him. It has developed into a case
every man for himself, and the resnlt
a worse snart than. ever. The losses are
ling on losses, and a million and a half
Utilities, estimated, may go even beyond
iat amount.
There is no one to feed or water the
lousands of cattle at the Gillett farm
?re, and while the cred'tors of the failed
agnate are quibbling among themselves
ie cattle in the fields are dying for the
ant of water and feed. The employes
i the ranch have deserted their posts,
n a side track are twenty carloads more
Beresfords and Short Horns suffering
the storm with no one to care for them,

hey arrived on the date of the failure.

LIND, HE SEEKS TO DIE.

ster Goepfert, of Nyack, Puts a Bullet
in His Head Because He

Can't See.

Peter Goepfert, a newsdealer and staanerat Nyack, became Insane yesterday
^cause of the total loss of his eyesight.
He shot himself in the head, but the
illet went high and he will recover. He
ys he will kill himself, as he does not
ant to live If blind.

ICKEY CLUB'S BIG LOSS.
Doms of the Noted Harvard OrganizationBurned Out.
Boston, Nov. 27..The Dickey Club rooms,
a building in Brattle Square, Cambridge,

ere' burned out this morning during the
orm. The Dickey Club is a Harvard ornization.All its property was destroyed.
TtJb club occupied the entire top floor of
e'building, and the rooms contained a

cat amount of valuable bric-a-brac, paint-
gs and books, the accumulation of years.
The Dickey club has made itself famous
Its unique method of initiating members.

al times in its liistory.

LONDIKE KING WEDS.
ank Phiscator, Quoted at $3,000,000,

Takes Him a Bride.
'nieago, Nov. 27..Frank Phiscator,
own as tlie "Klondike Sold king." who is
puted to have made three millions in
aska, was married last night at the
del Whitcomh to Miss Nellie Boyd.
tut; tvi-uuii;j; ii is ih'iiuic, anu u great siu!se.The couple left on a late train for
e South.

UESTS DANCED
OVER A. FIRE,

aze in the Harmonie ^Clubhouse
Kitchen Didn't Bother Them Any.

\s the Harmonie Club was winding up
ball and reception esjrly yesterday tnorn5at their club house. No. 45 West Fortyrondstreet, quo of the employes diseovcdthat the woodwork of the kitchen was
lire. Two firemen detailed in the buildSsent in an alarm, but with Patrolmen

asterson and Powers succeeded in putting
t the blaze before the firemen arrived.
Meantime the daueing was going en in
e ball room upstairs, for none of the
ests of the club was informed of the fire
the basement. Even the approach of the
gines was not heard from the outside on
count of the storm.

HUSBAN!
DEAD

Police Think That Mr. an

Mrs. Frank Rhoner
Were Murdered.

SON SAYS FATHER DID i"

Bullets Were Sent Through th
Top of Each Victim's

Head.

NO POWDER MARKS ARE VISIBLI

Police Doubt Rhcner's Ability to Fii
the Fatal Shots.Son Balks

Their Investigation.
Frftnk Rhoner, an old man, Of William

burg, is said to bave killed his wife ai
committed suicide some time Saturds
night, but the police incline to the theoi
that a double murder was done. The my
tery binges on the solution of a plai
problem, namely.would a man intent c
murder and suicide shoot his vie

uu»u luiuugu iue lap 01 me net
and then shoot hiinseif straight dow
through the top of the head, and couid
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Pnncpa s in the \
Frank Rohner and his wife were f(

ing, each shot through the top of the he
ing, but no powder marks are visible a
a third party. The position of the woui
both came from the same direction.

jman sixty-eight years of age so hold a r
'volver as to send a bullet straight dow
through the top of his head?

i' Investigation that would tend to soh
this ->roblem has been persistently balke
by Frank Rhoner, Jr., twenty-four yeai
old, a son of the couple. He insists thac
was a plain case of murder and suicid
but can assign nothing upon which it
belief might bo placed without a douli
save a letter, purporting to have been wri
(en by his father, giving directions as I
tlie disposition of his property. This lett''the young man showed to the Coroner, hi
he has refused to show it to the police.

I1is Wife ^'uoported Him.
Rhoner lived with his wife and two sor

rtt Xo. 85 Itoss street. Mrs. Rhoner was flft;
four years old. Rhoner had been a pro
perous lumber salesman, but of late yeai
had been unfortunate and was personally i
poor circumstances. His wife kept a boart
iug house. Rhoner, it is said, often con

plained of his Inability to' make a livin
aid bewailed the fact that he was su]
ported by his wife.
Rhoner* with his wife, his sons and fit

of his boarders sat in the basement dinin
room of his home Saturday night talkln;
He did not appear tc be despondent an
gave 110 intimation that he intended t
kill his wife and himself. It was 12:i
o'clock Sunday morning when Rhoner an
his wife went to their room, which was o
! he ground tioor and was known as tli
back parlor.

It was the custom of the Rhoner t
sleep till noon on Sunfdys. The servai
rapped at the door of their apartment i
noon yesterday and received no responsi
She called young Frank Rhoner. wli
found the door was unlocked. He entere
the room ,he says, and found his father ri
dining 011 a settee, attired only in hi
undergarments, covered with blood an
seemingly dead. A revolver was clnspein is right hand. On the bed Mrs Rhone
was lying, shot through the head, bu
breathing.

No Powder Marks Found
On the advice of a physician who wn

summoned and pronounced both Rhone
and his wife alive, the couple were sent t
the Eastern District Hospital in an ainbi
lance. It was found there that both ha
been shot directiy in the centre of the to
of the head, the probe indicating that th
bullets had gone straight down. The haiof neither Mrs. Khoner nor her lnisbau
was burned, indicating that the revolve
had been held some distance from the henof each They died within a few hoursRhoner never regained consciousness.
Roundsman Muudy, of the Ciyaier strecstation, was sent with a policeman to mak

an investigation. When they got to thhouse they were,refused admission by you'nFrank Rhoner. It was only by persisteidisplay of authority that they succeeded igetting into the house.
The young man was reticent, and it wa

loiiiui mat tae room in which tlit* criui
hacl been committed had been cleaned or
ai'd that all evidence tending to show hm
it had been committed had been removed.The letter which young Rhoner showc
to Coroner Deiap, said to* have been wrj
ten by the old man, was despondent i
tone and in the nature of a will. In stats
meats made to the police and to a Joumis
reporter last night young Rohuer coutri
dieted himself about the letter.
Before her death Mrs. Rhoner recovere

consciousness and was asked who had sheher. At first sh" said that "a man" ha
done the shooting, but after perslstet
cross-examination replied to a ,]irect fjeeHon that -diediad quarrelled with her bn
band and that ho had shot her.
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Ai'ill'amstiurq Tragedy.
)und dying In their bedroom yesterday morn

ad.Their son says the father did the shootlidthe police thiDk both were murdered by d"Vids of both were identical and the bullets

e. The police say that in the howling stormthe house could have been entered from the crear by a murderer, but no investigation tofind whether the house was entered or not C
re has been made thus far. although detec- e

,(1 tives will be put on the case to-day.
DIXON SCORES Hi

e. IVIRS. GRANNIS. 12,ic | IHt-1 Clergyman Says Her Negro Speech Was
That of an Insane c

it woman. ; ^
The Rev. Thomas Dixon. Jr.. at the ]

is j Grand Opera House yesterday preached on

'_| "The Race Problem in America." He said: 1

"In replv to the remarkable speech made'S- 1

HI!by Mrs. Grannls at the* meeting at Cooper'j Union recently, in which she said that
j Southern women were tainted with negro
a blood, I simply say, as a Southern and ..

Northern man, that this poor woman is*

simply insane.out f her head. God save C, Tthe negro from such kind of friends,
e '"phe negro in America is just now enteri.ing upon his greatest crisis. If worthy he

will survive, if uot he will be crushed. The
Northern white man thinks less of tlie
negro than the Southern white man does." You don't want him in your house.you" don't want him about you.,.
"The negro need expect no more artiIfieial support from the North now. He

. must not expect to rule the Anglo-Saxon.
There are 50,000 negro voters Jn New York

a now. How many Isold office? The negro
can solve the problem by education and
LUC WUiJkllig Ui L Hi' UilllUS.

is DR. BERRY MAY ££
rviox RECOVER, HJ «V

it London, \ov. 27.The Itev. Charles
Albert Berry, pastor of the Queen's street
Congregational Church, in Wolverhampton.

s is seriously Hi, and not likely to recover, q.(
>r T)r. Berry was chairman of the Evangelical __

0 Conference held in London in 1897.
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jnsuir.ption.
For the early stages cf conumptionand for those chronic

:oughs which lead to this Cread
fisease, there is no remedy
;qual to

\LL'S Honey of
orehound and Tar.

It relieves the pain, cures the
-OUyh and cuts the na.tie.nt nn
he highway of health* All
Druggists
ie's Tootliaelic Dropk cnrc in one

lainate.
I*s Hair and Wilis Iter Dye. Blaelc

or Brown, 5tJ cents.

old jewelry
Holiday Presents.
We 'nave prepared fnany new

and inexpensive designs in 14kt.gola, substent al!v made,
suitable presents for Lady or
Gentleman.
Among others are Ponnet

and Ccarf Fins, $1 50; S eeve
Lir ks, $3 00; firo^ches, $2 50;
Lorgnette Chains, $7 50, and
Vest Chains, $10.00
Send for bur new catalogue.

I- JraitltfieM 0.
j'welers and Importers,

! WEST 14TH ST.
>n Eveninqsfrom Dec. 1 to Xmas.
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